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Introduction

You may be taking a German course in high school or college, or
perhaps you’re interested in refreshing your German because
you're planning to spend some time in German-speaking
Europe. Using this practical reference book to help you advance
your German is a great means of making measurable progress
— fast. How? Well, this book offers you straight talk as it leads
you through a review of the key material you need to
understand the basic level of German.

German Essentials For Dummies provides you easy access to
practical information that helps you communicate successfully
in German. You find the basic grammar that you encounter in
introductory German courses. You see clearly what you need to
know in order to express yourself in spoken and written
German. This book guides you down the path to conversing
with confidence in the kinds of situations you encounter on a
daily basis when interacting with German speakers. So get a
head start and be ready to speak, write, and travel in
Deutschland (in Germany).

About This Book

German Essentials For Dummies gives you straight talk, the nitty-
gritty, and just enough detail to see you successfully through
any major roadblocks to communicating in German. You find a
good balance between important grammar points and useful,
communicative language. Without even realizing it, your
German vocabulary expands as you cruise through the book.

Each chapter is self-contained, making this a very user-friendly
reference. You can go through it in any order you choose,



zeroing in on your priorities. This book is practical and
accessible, whether you're looking for a clear overview of what
you’ve covered in coursework or to reactivate the German you
acquired a while back.

Conventions Used in This
Book

[ use a couple conventions in this book to help you spot
essential elements in the text:

| boldface German words and example sentences. [ also
boldface word endings to make them easier to
recognize.

¥ 1 italicize English equivalents that accompany German
words and sentences.

Foolish Assumptions

In writing German Essentials For Dummies, | made the following
assumptions about who you are and what you aim to achieve
from this book:

¥ You've acquired at least a smattering of spoken and
written German in high school or at the college level.

¥ You want to do some review so you can pass a test or get
to the next level of German by taking a placement exam.

¥ You want to expand your knowledge of German so you
feel comfortable in both speaking and writing the
language. (Alternatively, you want to dream in German.)



