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Introduction

Business intelligence (BI) has become one of the buzzwords that defines an age.  

Its younger sibling, self-service BI, has attained the status of a holy grail for businesses. 

Managers want their staff to deliver insight in seconds; users just want to do their jobs 

quickly. Everyone wants to produce clear, telling, and accurate analysis with tools that 

are intuitive and easy to use.

Microsoft recognized these trends and needs a few short years ago when they 

produced the first version of Power BI Desktop. Since its launch, the product has grown 

beyond recognition. It now allows any user to take data from virtually any source and 

use it to produce stunning dashboards and compelling reports in record time that will 

seize their audience’s attention. Using this rapidly evolving tool, any user can slice and 

dice the data with remarkable ease and then add metrics, instant analyses, and key 

performance indicators (KPIs) to project their insights. Ultimately, they can use it to 

weave a data narrative that delivers a real competitive advantage.

This book shows how to deliver eye-catching business intelligence with Microsoft 

Power BI Desktop. It teaches you how to make raw data into clear, accurate, and 

interactive information. The aim of this book is to help you to push your BI delivery to 

the next level. In 24 chapters, you will learn to create great-looking visualizations and 

inspire your audience as they interact with the elegant and eloquent output that you can 

now deliver. You will see how to choose from a wide range of built-in and third-party 

visualization types so that your message is always enhanced. You’ll discover ways to 

deliver those results on the PC, on tablets, and on smartphones. Finally, this book helps 

you save time by sourcing and preparing the underlying data without needing an IT 

department to cleanse and structure it for you.

Power BI Desktop will let your analyses speak for themselves. This book will help you 

learn how to unleash its vast resources.

If you wish, you can read this book from start to finish as it is designed to be a 

progressive tutorial that will help you to learn Power BI Desktop. However, as Power BI 

Desktop is composed of several interdependent BI functions, this book is broken down 

into groups of chapters that focus on the various areas of the product. It follows that you 


